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For nearly 70 years, the São Paulo Symphony Orchestra (SPSO) has been bringing 
symphonic music first to the South American continent then in recent years to Europe 
and beyond. Now for the first time ever, the orchestra will appear on the Perelman Stage 
of Isaac Stern Auditorium at Carnegie Hall with their designated Conductor of 
Honor, Marin Alsop, who was principal conductor and music director of SPSO for nine 
years starting in 2012, in what has been described as a "happy musical partnership"[with] 
"South America's best orchestra"(Fanfare). On this fall visit the SPSO will bring 108 
musicians, a chorus of 50, soprano Camila Titinger and harmonica virtuoso José 
Staneck to do a brief U.S. tour culminating in the Carnegie Hall concerts on 14 and 15 
October 2022. 
  
The programs on the two evenings will be entirely different. On Friday, 14 October, 
the orchestra and chorus will perform: 
  
Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov / Scheherazade 
Heitor Villa-Lobos / Preludio from Bachianas brasileiras No. 4: Prelude 
Villa-Lobos / Harmonica Concerto 
Villa-Lobos / Chôros No. 10 
  
On Saturday, 15 October, SPSO and Maestra Alsop will treat New Yorkers to 
an extremely unusual programming concept, in which the standard model for the 
concert experience is turned on its head. The evening, titled The Amazon Concert, will 
not feature a list of standard classical works in their entirety. Rather, individual 
movements of six composers' works will be interspersed with movements of 
compositions by the great Brazilian composer Heitor Villa-Lobos, to create an utterly 
unique, immersive musical flow meant to highlight the experience of the Amazon 
rainforest. There will be 75 minutes of music with no intermission. The entire musical 
journey will be illuminated by a dazzling video presentation conceived by Marcello 
Dantas, an interdisciplinary polymath of extraordinary proportions. The evening weaves 
together music and visual art both to honor Villa-Lobos' great legacy and to invite the 
listener to consider the multifaceted beauty and fragility of the Amazon. The music will 
be: 
  
Clarice Assad / Nhanderú 
Edino Krieger / Canticum Naturale: Monólogo das Águas 
Heitor Villa-Lobos / Choros No. 3 - Pica-pau 
Villa-Lobos / Choros no. 5 - Alma Brasileira 
José Antonio Almeida Prado / Sinfonia dos Orixás: Seleção 
Villa-Lobos / A Floresta do Amazonas: Cair da Tarde 
Marco Antonio Guimarães / Onze 
Philip Glass / Águas da Amazônia: Seleção 
Antonio Carlos Jobim / Boto e Passarim [arr. by Tiago Costa] 
Villa-Lobos / Bachianas Brasileiras no. 4: Seleção 
Villa-Lobos / Choros no. 10 - Rasga Coração: Excerto 
  



Since its first concert in 1954, the São Paulo Symphony Orchestra (Orquestra Sinfônica 
do Estado de São Paulo) has become an inseparable part of São Paulo and of Brazilian 
culture, promoting deep cultural and social transformation. Having toured Latin 
America, the United States, Europe, Asia and Brazil, SPSO also runs a large educational 
and outreach program for over 25,000 children and teenagers every season. The orchestra 
has released over 80 recordings, its concerts are regularly broadcast on television and 
radio, and also streamed live every week on the internet. In 2012, Marin Alsop became 
Chief Conductor, and in 2013 she was appointed Music Director. In that same year, the 
orchestra made its fourth European tour, performing for the first time, and to great 
acclaim, at the Salle Pleyel, in Paris, the Berlin Philharmonie, and the Royal Festival Hall, 
in London. In 2014, to commemorate its 60th anniversary, SPSO co-commissioned a 
saxophone concerto by John Adams and performed it in five Brazilian states. The 
orchestra plays over a hundred concerts per season at its own concert hall, Sala São Paulo, 
which was chosen in 2015 by The Guardian as one of the 10 best music halls in the world. 
In 2016, SPSO, under the direction of Marin Alsop, appeared in major European Summer 
festivals and in the 2017 season won several accolades in Brazil. In 2018, SPSO began 
recording a series of albums dedicated to Brazilian composers for the Naxos label. In 
2019, it toured China and Hong Kong, being the first Latin American professional 
orchestra to appear in these countries, and premiered All Together: A Global Ode to Joy, a 
project of Carnegie Hall, with Beethoven's Ninth Symphony sung in Portuguese for the 
first time. In 2020, the Swiss conductor Thierry Fischer took over as Chief Conductor and 
Music Director, and Marin Alsop was named Conductor of Honor. 
  
The story of American conductor Marin Alsop is a story of firsts, as she unquestionably 
blazed a trail into the world of conducting for women. In addition to her position as 
Conductor of Honor for SPSO, she is chief conductor of the Vienna Radio Symphony 
Orchestra, chief conductor and curator of Chicago's Ravinia Festival and is director of 
graduate conducting at the Peabody Institute. She has been a devoted advocate for new 
music and for the work of American composers in particular for her entire career. She 
was the first woman conductor to lead BBC's Last Night of the Proms, and brought SPSO 
to the Proms in 2012, the first appearance by any Brazilian orchestra at the prestigious 
festival. She is the first conductor ever to win the prestigious MacArthur Fellowship. 
  
Soprano Camila Titinger enjoys an international career as recitalist and in a variety of 
roles on the opera stage. A winner of the International Belvedere Contest in 2018, she has 
frequently performed the music of Heitor Villa-Lobos, including his Bachianas 
Brasileiras No. 5 at the Teatro Real in Madrid. She made her London debut at the 
Garsington Opera Festival in 2019 playing Donna Anna, and among her other roles are 
Pamina and Hanna Glawari. Her recent recital appearances include duets in multiple 
countries with Plácido Domingo. 
  
Brazilian harmonica virtuoso José Staneck is a truly versatile artist, involving himself in 
classical, jazz and popular styles over the course of his career. He is a champion of new 
music and multiple compositions have been written for him. His level of virtuosity has 
been compared to that of Oistrakh, Segovia and Rostropovich. He is in demand 
internationally and frequently tours to perform with orchestras and ensembles all over 



the world. He has made 11 CDs, one of which is Villa-Lobos' harmonica concerto, 
recorded with the São Paulo Symphony Orchestra under Giancarlo Guerrero, for Naxos. 
  
An award-winning curator and artistic director specializing in interdisciplinary practices 
both in and outside Brazil, Marcello Dantas pioneered the concept of ‘museology’ - 
weaving the threads of technology, interactivity and multimedia resources together to 
provide immersive experiences that engage senses and change perceptions. With a career 
spanning 30 years, Dantas has led the way in creating distinct museums and cultural 
institutions across South America devoted to unique micro-concepts, for example 
the Museum	 of	 the	 Portuguese	 Language, Japan	 House	 São	 Paulo and the Museum	 of	
Nature in Brazil; Museo	del	Caribe and Museo	del	Carnaval in Colombia; and in 2021, he 
was appointed curator and director of the SFER	IK	museum Tulum, Mexico. Dantas has 
curated solo exhibitions with some of the most influential contemporary artists of today, 
including Ai Weiwei, Anish Kapoor, Laurie Anderson, Michelangelo Pistoletto, Jenny 
Holzer, Rebecca Horn, Bill Viola and more. Since 2014, he has been on the curatorial 
board at the Vancouver Biennale, and in 2020 was appointed curator of the 13th Bienal	
do	Mercosul. 
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Photo of SPSO/Alsop by Mariana Garcia. 
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For more information about the São Paulo Symphony Orchestra, visit São 
Paulo Symphony Orchestra, kathrynkingmedia.com, and call 917-751-8228. 
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